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Leadership Academy

2026 Cohort

Participating Fellows

Kasey Athmann, Community Supports Manager, EON, Inc., New Ulm

Megan Baer, Administrator, Benedictine Living Community-Winona (Care Center), Winona
Darci Baumann-Fern, Senior Executive Director, Arbor Garden Place, Eyota

Jay Benedict, Sales & Outreach Director, The Pillars of Prospect Park, Minneapolis
Jennifer Bernardy, Regional Director of Clinical Operations, The Waters Senior Living,
Minnetonka

Mara Borgeson, Campus Administrator, Valley Ridge Senior Housing, Burnsville

Laura Bourdykin, Director of Managed Community Marketing, Health Dimensions Group,
Hopkins

Emily Bransky, Regional Director, Prairie Community Services, St. Francis Health Services of
Morris, Morris

Kaleigh Brooks, Director of Operations, WellRive, Edina

Lacey Davis, Director of Therapeutic Recreation, Lyngblomsten, St. Paul

Jordan Diekman, Activity Director, Fairview Care Center, Dodge Center

Alana Dufrane, HR Director, Benedictine Living Community-Regina (Care Center), Hastings
Melissa Elvrum, Director of Memory Care, Havenwood of Burnsville, Burnsville

Andrea Erickson, Director of Service Coordination, Seabury, St. Paul

Stacy Femling, Regional Assisted Living Director - New Development, Ebenezer, Edina
Brandi Fitch, Executive Director, The Fountains at Hosanna, Lakeville

Brooke Fortunato, Administrative Support Nurse, Lyngblomsten Care Center, St. Paul
Becky Gilman, Housing Director, Cedar Lodge, Mankato

Tami Griffin, Intake Manager, Grace Hospice, Minneapolis

Joe Hanson, Director of Clinical Care, Care Suites by Vivie, Edina

Erica Hennen, Licensed Assisted Living Director - LALD, The Lodges Company, Plymouth
Carissa Jacobson, Assistant Executive Director, The Glenn Minnetonka, Minnetonka
Brittany Jasken, Director of Clinical Care, Grand Arbor by Vivie, Alexandria

Becky Jenniges, Administrator, RenVilla Health Center, Renville

Heidi Langeberg, Social Worker, Friendship Village of Bloomington Care Center, Bloomington
Emily Lindenfelser, Director of Dietary Services, Annandale Care Center, Annandale

Katty Lunos, People & Culture Generalist, Health Dimensions Group, Hopkins

Lindsay Martin, Regional Director, Marketing, Benedictine, Minneapolis

Anna McCleary, Community Marketing and Volunteer Manager, Minnesota Masonic Charities,
Bloomington



Tre McClellan, New Employee Orientation Coordinator, Ebenezer, Edina

Deyanira Mondragon, Cottage Director, Prairie Cottages of Owatonna, Mankato

Pamela Mutegi, Clinical Manager, Benedictine Living Community-Minneapolis, Minneapolis
Chelynne Nadeau, Director of Nursing, Benedictine Assumption Home, Cold Spring

Chuck Ness, Administrator, Gundersen Tweeten Care Center, Houston

Shauna Nordlund, Dietary Manager, St. William's Living Center, Parkers Prairie

Ryan Onstad, Executive Director, The Rushseba by Vivie, Rush City

Liz Pederson, Social Worker Designee, PioneerCare Center, Fergus Falls

Stephanie Person, Program Administrator of Alexandria Area, St. Francis Health Services of
Morris, Duluth

Krystal Rando, Director of Ancillary Services, Cassia, Edina

Elly Selders, Assistant Manager of Nutrition Services, Oak Hills Living Center, New Ulm

Sofia Spaeth, Senior Living Director, The Linden, Moorhead

Jeremy Switzer, Culinary Director, The Pillars of Prospect Park, Minneapolis

Cara Ungaro, Dining Services Director, Havenwood of Buffalo, Buffalo

Trisha Waterworth, Administrator, Prairie Community Services, St. Francis Health Services of
Morris, Morris

Heather Webster, Assistant Director of Health and Wellbeing, The Waters of Kingsley Shores,
Minnetonka

Danielle Wurtzel, Regional Director, Clinical Services (South Region), Benedictine, Minneapolis

Coaches

Danette Billups, Assistant Property Manager, Park Apartments by CCl Management,
Minneapolis

Justin Birkeli, Campus Administrator, Presbyterian Homes of Bloomington Care Center,
Bloomington

Julianne Fries, Director of Organizational Excellence, Cassia, Edina

Tanya Black, Assistant Clinical Mentor (ADON), Samaritan Bethany, Rochester

Andrea Rupe, Vice President of Business Operations, Birchwood Cottages, North Mankato
Jason Yuhas, Corporate Integrity Officer/Director of Infection Control/Quality Improvement,
North Shore Care Center, Grand Marais

Faculty

Barbara Landeen, Senior Director of Leadership and Member Experience, LeadingAge
Minnesota, Minneapolis
Tom Westlund, Owner/Manager, Training & Development, Westlund Enterprises, Minneapolis



