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KNUTE NELSON RECEIVES SPIRIT OF ADVOCACY AWARD 
 

SAINT PAUL, MN – (Sept. 18, 2019) – Knute Nelson in Alexandria received the Spirit of Advocacy Award 
from LeadingAge Minnesota.  
 
The Spirit of Advocacy award is given to an individual or organization who makes outstanding 
contributions to advocacy on behalf of aging Minnesotans and the people who provide them with care 
in long-term care and senior living settings.  
 
Minnesota’s fast-growing aging population has wide-ranging implications that will be felt at the state 
and local level, as well as by those who are aging, their loved ones and the dedicated professionals who 
provide them with care, services and support.  
 
Recognizing the need to elevate awareness of the state’s role in meeting the evolving needs of the 
elderly and supporting the dedicated caregivers who provide safe, quality care, Knute Nelson has 
embedded advocacy within its organization’s culture. The organization hosts legislative forums and 
community events, engages community stakeholders, participates in an annual Day at the Capitol in 
Saint Paul and Washington, D.C., and regularly shares a first-hand perspective of what it means to live 
and work in long-term care settings through the voices of residents and staff. Through these efforts and 
more, Knute Nelson is making an impact on the future of long-term care in Minnesota.  
 
“Knute Nelson ensures that staff, residents, families and volunteers all have the opportunity to build 
stronger connections with elected officials and policy leaders,” said Nancy Stratman, Chair of the 
LeadingAge Minnesota Board of Directors. “Through their voices, Knute Nelson is creating a stronger 
understanding of how laws enacted in Saint Paul affect not just long-term care providers but the people 
who live and work in these settings and the broader community as a whole.”  
 

### 
 
About LeadingAge Minnesota 
Driven to transform and enhance the experience of aging, LeadingAge Minnesota is the state’s largest 
association of organizations serving older adults. Together with more than 60,000 caregivers, our 
members provide quality, compassionate care to nearly 70,000 older adults every day in all the places 
they call home including independent senior housing, assisted living communities, in-home care, adult 
day services and skilled nursing facilities. 
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